
 

Keio and Osaka Japan Workshops Report 

My trip to Japan to represent FIE at two faculty development workshops was of five 

day’s duration starting in the week beginning 10 March 2014. 

Japan is an intriguing country that has for a long time fascinated me. As faculty at FIE 

teaching ‘Understanding Civilisations: Islam and the West’ and ‘Transnational Studies: 

Global Diasporas’ I was fascinated by the opportunity to visit a country and culture I 

had studied from a distance. 

On the first full day of work, Tuesday 11 March, I met with other colleagues at the 

Study Abroad Foundation Japan office. Along with myself, Amy Morrill Bijeau, from 

the Washington Semester Program, American University; Carol Carmody, Vice-

President of SAF; and Brett Rumminger, Director of the Japan office SAF, were in 

attendance. We held initial discussions to review and plan the busy week ahead. 

As a group we proceeded to make our way to Keio University, Tokyo; one of the 

most prestigious Japanese universities, founded in the mid-nineteenth century. The 

Keio workshop proceedings were opened by Prof. Susumu Tomooka, Director of the 

International Center at Keio University. I spoke for an hour to an assembled group of 

faculty and students on ‘Global Competency Skill Development for International 

Internships’. This talk was well received and generated food for thought. Afterwards 

Keio University held a welcoming and polite reception for the visiting speakers and 

workshop attendees. 

On Wednesday I and colleagues held a discussion, at the SAF Japan office, with the 

SAF recruitment team to talk about how best to promote FIE’s International 

Internship and Study Abroad programmes amongst Japanese students. The student 

seminar which followed in the afternoon was titled ‘Study Abroad Foundation 

Internship Student Seminar’. This seminar had as its focus International Career 

Development Programs and Academic Internships. The seminar was aimed at current 

Japanese university students considering Studying Abroad and interested in the 

prospect of International Internships. In my presentation to the assembled students I 

provided a overview of FIE provisions; I talked briefly about FIE, its Global Studies 

track, Internships, the International Internship Course, Service Internship, and shared 

some interesting collated intern facts and figures. Afterwards it was heartening to hear 



some Japanese FIE alumni speak glowingly about their London Study Abroad 

experience. 

On day three, Thursday, I and colleagues travelled from Tokyo to Osaka on the 

Shinkansen, Bullet, train. This was a fascinating ‘train ride’, although at times it felt 

more like cruising in a high-speed aircraft with plenty of leg-room. We arrived in 

Osaka mid-afternoon to hold a meeting with Osaka University faculty and staff 

including Prof. Kazuto Tsuruga, Associate Professor at the Global Collaboration 

Center (GLOCOL), Osaka to finalise arrangements for the following day’s workshop. 

Our final day in Osaka, and last working day, was made up of the Osaka University 

Faculty Development Seminar where we were honoured to be joined by SAF 

President Prof. John Belcher (I was happy to learn he was a former Professor of 

Sociology from Queen Mary, University of London). I spoke, again, for an hour on 

‘What is Global Competency? What and how can we teach students?’ Afterwards, in 

group settings some very productive and engaged discussions with held with Osaka 

faculty and students. 

All in all this was a very educative and insightful trip. The purpose was to share good 

practice in International Internship programme development with Japanese colleagues 

and to promote FIE programmes in Japan and East Asia. On a personal level I learnt 

first-hand (experiential education at its best) about a fascinating country inhabited by 

some very lovely and welcoming people. 

There is some very real interest in the work of FIE overseas and this is a golden 

opportunity through the offices of SAF to promote our International Internship 

programme and our wider provision of Study Abroad experiences, employing London 

as a magnetic draw. 

What perhaps will remain my abiding memory of this whirlwind trip is the openness 

and genuine desire to learn of Japanese faculty and students alike. A culture that prizes 

one to one hospitality and a country had has made tremendous progress while 

maintaining its unique history and place in the world. I also had the opportunity to 

visit the historic, imperial city of Kyoto and take a look back into Japan’s fascinating 

and often hidden past; I feel like a more globally competent faculty as a result.  

 

Faissal Hameed, March 2014. 


